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• Hands on session for students to learn various chemical and

biochemical techniques applied to solve criminal cases.

OUTCOMES • The symposium helped the students to understand the relevance

of Forensic Science.

• The symposium gave the students a chance to understand

various fields of Forensic Sciences such as Trace evidence

collection and analysis, Forensic DNA analysis, Forensic

Toxicology etc.
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DECIFOR: Decoding Evidences for Crime Investigation: FORensics 

Department of Biochemistry organised a symposium DECIFOR: Decoding Evidences for 

Crime Investigation: FORensics on January 25, 2019 under aegis of “Catalysis”, the 

Biochemical society of Sri Venkateswara College.  

The symposium was organized offer a unique opportunity to the participants to get insights 

into various branches of forensic science, their significance and application. The symposium 

was aimed at educating the students about creation of tools and techniques to identify, collect, 

analyze, interpret and preserve evidence for crime investigation. During the symposium, 

lectures by Forensic experts, eminent scientists and investigating officers from the field of 

Forensic Sciences were organized.  

The inaugural address at the symposium was delivered by Mr Amar Pal Singh, Assistant 

Director (Chemistry Division), Regional Forensic Science Laboratory, Home Department, 

Govt of India. He talked about the “The DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation 

Bill, 2019”. He explained that the primary intended purpose of bill is to expand the application 

of DNA-based forensic technologies to support and strengthen the justice delivery system of 

the country. He further highlighted the utility of DNA based technologies for solving crimes, 

and for identification of missing persons. By providing for the mandatory accreditation and 

regulation of DNA laboratories, the Bill seeks to ensure that with the proposed expanded use 

of this technology in our country, there is also the assurance that the DNA test results are 

reliable, and furthermore that the data remain protected from misuse or abuse in terms of the 

privacy rights of our citizens. 

Mr Amar Pal Singh’s lecture was followed by the release of Departmental Magazine 

“Expressions” which was named “Forensics: Detection Unlimited” for the year 2018-19. 

Dr Dr G S Sodhi, Associate Professor (Department of Chemistry),  and Coordinator (Forensic 

Science Unit), Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Khalsa College, University of Delhi delivered the keynote 

address on “Powder method for detecting latent fingerprints”. He explained how their group 

had devised the powder technique for detecting latent fingerprints which involved the 

application of a finely divided formulation to the fingermark impression, generally with a glass-

fibre or a camel hairbrush leading to mechanic adherence of the powder to sample thereby 

creating a ridge pattern. This allowed the generation of a visible and latent print that could be 

used for solving criminal cases. 

The post lunch session saw a hands-on crime scene investigation activity organized by Hands 

on session by Mr Moinuddin Mondal and Dr Prajakta Harne, Assistant Professors (Forensic 

Science), Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Khalsa College, University of Delhi. The crime scenes piqued 

the interest of participating students and faculty. During this hands-on session, the students 

were taught how crime scenes are preserved so that tampering of evidence cannot be done. 

This was followed by collection, preservation, analysis and interpretation of the evidence. 

The symposium helped the students gain an understanding of how Forensic Sciences used a 

broad spectrum of Sciences to achieve information that can help deliver criminal and legal 

justice.     
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